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Memorial Day 

   In 1865, Henry C. Welles, a druggist in the village 
of Waterloo, NY, mentioned at a social gathering 
that honor should be shown to the patriotic dead of 
the Civil War by decorating their graves. 
In the Spring of 1866, he again mentioned this sub-
ject to General John B. Murray, Seneca County 
Clerk. General Murray embraced the idea and a 
committee was formulated to plan a day devoted to 
honoring the dead. 
   Townspeople adopted the idea wholeheartedly. 
Wreaths, crosses and bouquets were made for 
each veteran's grave. The village was decorated 
with flags at half mast and draped with evergreen 
boughs and mourning black streamers. On May 5, 
1866, civic societies joined the procession to the 
three existing cemeteries and were led by veterans 
marching to martial music. At each cemetery there 

were impressive and lengthy services including speeches by General Murray and a 
local clergyman. The ceremonies were repeated on May 5, 1867.  The first official 
recognition of Memorial Day as such was issued by General John A. Logan, first 
commander of the Grand Army of the Republic. This was General Order No. 11 es-
tablishing "Decoration Day" as it was then known. The date of the order was May 5, 
1868, exactly two years after Waterloo's first observance. That year Waterloo joined 
other communities in the nation by having their ceremony on May 30. 
   In 1965, a committee of community leaders started plans for the Centennial Cele-
bration of Memorial Day. The committee consisted of VFW Commander James 
McCann, chairman, American Legion Commander Oliver J. McFall and Mayor Marion 
DeCicca, co-chairman, along with Village Trustees, M. Lewis Somerville, Roscoe 
Bartran, Richard Schreck, Tony DiPronio, and VFW Vice-Commander, Kenneth Ma-
toon. Their goals were: "to obtain national recognition of the fact that Waterloo is the 
birthplace of Memorial Day through Congressional action" and "to plan and execute a 
proper celebration for such centennial observance." 
   In May of 1966, just in time for the Centennial, Waterloo was recognized as the 
"Birthplace of Memorial Day" by the United States Government. This recognition was 
long in coming and involved hours of painstaking research to prove the claim. While 
other communities may claim earlier observances of honoring the Civil War dead, 
none can claim to have been so well planned and complete, nor can they claim the 
continuity of observances that Waterloo can. 
   The Centennial Celebration that year brought dignitaries from government, military, 
veteran's organizations and descendants of the original founders of Memorial Day. A 
once luxurious home on Waterloo's Main Street, built in 1850, was purchased from 
the county and restored. Now the Memorial Day Museum, it houses artifacts of the 
first Memorial Day and the Civil War era. 
   Memorial Day is commemorated each year in Waterloo. The parade, speeches, 
and solemn observances keep the meaning of Memorial Day as it was originally in-
tended to be. 



 

 

PLEASE REMEMER THOSE WHO 

GAVE THEIR ALL SO THAT WE 

COULD LIVE IN FREEDOM……. 

 

Heartfelt THANKS to all our SACTC 

members,  active and  retired military,  

for serving our country!! 

Calendar of Events 

 

May 7th, Spring Classic 

Cruise, meet at 8:30a @Tri-

Point Center, 3233 N. St. 

Mary’s St @US281 N Lv 9am 

May 14th Club Meeting/Jim’s 

Restaurant 8:30a 

May 21st Austin Steam 

Train Ride 

 May 25th—4th Wednesday 

Nite Out-Earl Abel’s 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAY’S 

09 Mark Griffin 

11 Harvey Jenkins 

28 Karen Brinkmeyer 

28 John Kennedy 
 

ANNIVERSARYS 

5/14 Harvey & 

Nelle  Jenkins 

5/14  Gary & 

Naomi Maulden 

5/20 C.L. & Sandra Hood 
 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7Spring 

Classic 

Cruise 

See April 

Minutes 

8 

Happy 

Mother’s 

Day 

9 
 

10 11 

 

12 13 14 

General 

Meeting 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21Austin 

Steam 

Train Ride 

See April 

Minutes 

22 23 24 25Earl 

Abel’s 
70’s Party 

See April 

Minutes 

26 27 28  

29 30 

 

31 JUNE 11TH REGULAR BUSINESS-

MEETING WILL BE AT MORNING-

SIDE……….. 

  

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR!! 

May 2011 



APRIL 9TH, 2011           
 
San Antonio Classic Thunderbird Club 
 
A small number of members gathered at JIMôs restaurant at 8:30 a.m. 
for breakfast. President Michelle Griffin called the regular business 
meeting to order at 8:45 a.m. A motion was made by Buzz Durio that 
the March minutes be accepted as written. His motion was seconded 
by Harvey Jenkins and the motion carried. 

 
Our treasurer, Troy Rowe was absent and therefore no financial report was given. 
 
Michelle Griffin read the birthdays and anniversaries for the month of April and all were given well 
wishes and congratulations. 
 
Sick Call revealed several members who are ill at this time. Lou and Cora Maulden are recovering 
from seasonal allergies and upper respiratory problems.  Ken Rowe is recovering, at home, from 
the recent surgery on his shoulder. Buzz Durio reported that his angiogram revealed no blockage 
in his heart. He is overjoyed with his medical report. 
 
John Kennedy gave an update from Morningside. They contacted John and are not sure if they will 
have us visit them in June this year. With the difficult economy, they have not finalized their plan-
ning schedule for the year. (***Since the meeting, John talked with Morningside and we will have 
our June meeting and car show at their facility.***) 
 
Buzz Durio reminded the members of the Spring Classic Cruise. We will meet on Saturday, May 7, 
2011, at the Tri-Point YMCA at 8:30 a.m. A handy café and clean restrooms are available inside 
the YMCA. 
Our proposed Cruise route: 
Lavernia 
Sutherland Springs 
Stockdale 
Panna Maria 
Falls City/Lunch at Palace Café 
Floresville 
 
 Buzz also announced the 4th Wednesday Night Out for April will be at Gradyôs on Nakoma. We will 
meet at the usual time of 6:00 p.m. The May 4th Wednesday Night Out will be at Earl Abelôs. This 
dinner will honor all members who are in their 70ôs. (We have 5 club members who will celebrate 
their 70th Birthday this year.) Buzz made a motion that the club pay for dessert (probably pie) for 
this occasion. John Kennedy seconded and all members present agreed. 
 
Nelle Jenkins gave a report on the proposed Austin Steam Train Ride scheduled for May 21, 2011. 
There are currently fourteen members scheduled to attend. If anyone else wants to go, call 512-
477-8468 ex. 2, make your reservation and then contact Buzz for our caravan plans. You can get 
information about the train at www.AustinSteamTrain.org   
 
A move to adjourn was made by Carole Buss and was seconded by Bill Massey. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nelle Jenkins 
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HAPPY 78TH BIRTHDAY ANDY!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

Mary Lou & Andy looking awesome!! 
 

Submitted by Nelle Jenkins 
  

Message from the President éé...Michelle Griffin 

 

Hope everyone had a wonderful Easter.  Happy Mother's Day to all the 

mothers.  I'm looking forward to Sandra Hood attending the May meet-

ing.  She is from the Dallas t-bird group.  I know we have had a lot of 

people out sick.  Lou had his foot operated on and Ken had problems 

with his heart.  I hope they get well soon. 

Comments made in 1955 

 

óNo one can afford to be 

sick anymore.  At $15.00 

a day in  the hospital, itôs 

too rich for my blood.ô 



 
 



YARD SIGN……….Submitted by Neal Johnston 
 

Ralph, my neighbor, is a "lefty" of sorts (Obama bumper stickers, gung-ho socialized medicine, "guns should 

be banned", etc.).  So last week I put this sign up in my yard after one of his anti-gun rants at a neighborhood 

cocktail party. The sign wasn't up more than an hour before he called the police and wanted them to make me 

take down the sign.  Fortunately, the officer politely informed him that it was not their job to take such action 

without a court order and that he had to file a complaint "downtown" first, which would be reviewed by the 

city attorney to see if it violated any city, county, or state ordinances, which if there were a violation, a court 

order would be sent to the offending party (me) to "remove the sign in seven days".  After several weeks he 

was informed that the sign was legal (by a quarter of an inch) and there was nothing the city could do, which 

obviously made him madder. I tried to smooth things over by inviting him to go shooting with me and my 

friends at the hunt club but that seemed to make him even more angry.  I then asked him if he wanted to go to 

a Tea Party rally but again he declined my outreach efforts to bring about a better understanding between po-

litical and social opponents.  I am at a loss how to reconcile our long relationship (notice I did not ay friend-

ship), any suggestions would be welcome.   

 

Anyway, that's life in our neck of the woods, how's about yours? 

 

 

 

 

  



Perks of reaching 60 and heading towards 70 and 80!  Submitted by Don Pyka 
 

 

01. Kidnappers are not very interested in you. 

 

02. In a hostage situation you are likely to be released first. 

 

03. No one expects you to run--anywhere. 

 

04. People call at 9 PM and ask, "did I wake you?" 

 

05. People no longer view you as a hypochondriac. 

 

06. There is nothing left to learn the hard way. 

 

07. Things you buy now won't wear out. 

 

08. You can eat supper at 4 PM. 

 

09. You can live without sex but not your glasses.. 

 

10. You get into heated arguments about pension plans. 

 

11. You no longer think of speed limits as a challenge. 

 

12. You quit trying to hold your stomach in no matter who walks into the room. 

 

13. You sing along with elevator music. 

 

14. Your eyes won't get much worse. 

 

15. Your investment in health insurance is finally beginning to pay off. 

 

16. Your joints are more accurate meteorologists than the national weather service. 

 

17. Your secrets are safe with your friends because they can't remember them either. 

 

18. Your supply of brain cells is finally down to manageable size. 

 

19. You can't remember who sent you this list. 

 

20.  And you notice these are all in Big Print for your convenience. 
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EVENTS CALENDAR 2011 
 
Cruise Nite's 
 
Every Friday Night 
San Antonio, Biff Busby's IH-35 N @ Toepperwein Rd 
 
Sattler, TX  Cruise In at Fox Pizza / Movies & Music Store 
1482 FM 2673   contact: Larry Read  830-964-5505 
 
Seguin, TX, at Kirby Korner on TX123 Bypass South 
Contact: Sherry Dawson  830-305-4570 metro 
 
Kerrville, TX , at Culvers Restaurant, 1300 Junction Hwy 
 
2nd Friday night 
Castroville, TX, at Wommack Chevrolet  on Hwy 90 
 
Every Saturday Night 
New Braunfels, TX, at TJ's Burgers, 263 Loop 337. 
Contact: Sherry Dawson 830-305-4570 metro 
 
Every Third Saturday Night 
San Antonio, TX 
Cruise Night at the Rim, 17907 IH 10 West, Exit 554 
Presented by the San Antonio Mustang Club 
 
Austin, TX, Cruise Night at Albertsons, Oak Hill, at the Y of 71 & 290 
contact Jim Greene 512-288-0283 or 512-462-9855 Days 
 
Last Saturday of Each Month 
San Antonio, TX  Cars & Coffee, 8:30AM to 9:30 + AM 
Panera Bread, 1604 at Blanco Rd 
 

Events and Car Shows 
 

  
May 7th San Antonio, TX 
22nd Annual Classic Cruise Along The Corridor 
Start at Tri Point YMCA at 281 and St Marys parking lot 
Starting time 8:00AM 
Contact Buzz Durio via e-mail:  buzzdurio@satx.rr.com 
  
May 12th San Antonio, TX 
Monthly Meeting  Alamo Area Council Of Car Clubs  7:00 PM 
8700 Tesoro Dr, AACOG Classroom #6 
Contact: Buzz Durio,  buzzdurio@satx.rr.com 



  
May 15th San Antonio, TX 
Spring Open Car Show 
Texas Bowties -First Generation Camaro Club 
at Ancira Winton Chevrolet, 6111 Bandera Rd 
  
Jun 9th San Antonio, TX 
Monthly Meeting  Alamo Area Council Of Car Clubs  7:00 PM 
8700 Tesoro Dr, AACOG Classroom #6 
Contact: Buzz Durio,  buzzdurio@satx.rr.com 
  
Jun 11th San Antonio, TX 
Audie Murphy Hospital 8th Annual Car Show 
Hospital Parking Lot, 7400 Merton Minter Blvd 
Call 210-315-6250 for more info. 
  
Jun 25th Bandera, TX 
Riverfest Car Show and Swap Meet 
Bandera City Park, 1102 Maple St 
Call 830-796-4447 for more info. 
  
Jul 14th San Antonio, TX 
Monthly Meeting  Alamo Area Council Of Car Clubs  7:00PM 
8700 Tesoro Dr, AACOG Classroom #6, Contact: Buzz Durio, buzzdurio@satx.rr.com 
 Contact: Buzz Durio,  buzzdurio@satx.rr.com 
  
Aug 11th San Antonio, TX 
Monthly Meeting  Alamo Area Council Of Car Clubs  7:00 PM 
8700 Tesoro Dr, AACOG Classroom #6 
Contact: Buzz Durio,  buzzdurio@satx.rr.com 
  
Sep 8th San Antonio, TX 
Monthly Meeting  Alamo Area Council Of Car Clubs  7:00PM 
8700 Tesoro Dr, AACOG Classroom #6 
Contact: Buzz Durio,  buzzdurio@satx.rr.com 
  
Oct 1st Seguin, TX 
7th  Annuai Car Club Picnic 
This event is for all AACOCC member clubs 
Nolte Island Recreation Area       
Contact:  Buzz Durio via e-mail:  buzzdurio@satx.rr.com 
 
Oct 8-9th Boerne, TX 
24th Annual Key to the Hills Rod Run, downtown for pre 49 vehicles 
Sponsored be Pride of Texas Street Rods.  
Contact Lanne-Patsy Brehmer 210-698-3062 ext 10, days or evening 
830-816-2221  or e-mail: lanne@lebcographics.com 
  
 



Oct 13th San Antonio, TX 
Alamo Area Council of Car Clubs MEETING  7:00PM 
8700 Tesoro Dr, AACOG Classroom #6 
Contact: Buzz Durio,  buzzdurio@satx.rr.com 
  
Oct 15th San Antonio, TX 
Eleventh Annual Scenic Hills Cruise sponsored by AACOCC 
Starting Point is the Rim Shopping Center, 17907 IH 10 West exit 554 
Contact: Buzz Durio 210-213-1984 or buzzdurio@satx.rr.com 
  
Oct 23rd San Antonio, TX 
30th Annual Charity Open Car Show 
Sponsored by the San Antonio Mustang Club at Bass Pro Shops 
17909 IH-10 West, exit 554, contact Darr Keim 210-265-9653  
www.samustang.com 
  
Nov 10th San Antonio, TX 
Monthly Meeting  Alamo Area Council Of Car Clubs  7:00PM 
8700 Tesoro Dr, AACOG Classroom #6 
Contact:  Buzz Durio, buzzdurio@satx.rr.com 
 
*************************************************************************************************************** 
 

 The Little Notebookééé Submitted by Neal Johnston 

(that should be) In Your Glove box 
 

Hereôs good advice from the Rose City Thunderbird Club: How long has it been since you changed the oil in your 
Tbird?  What kind of mileage have you been getting? 
 
Perhaps the most overlooked part of owning a classic Tbird is the little notebook you should keep in your glove box. 
Every time you get gas, put air into the tires, add some oil, or top off the radiator, jot down the date and the odometer 
reading. Over time, youôll be surprised what these notes reveal. 
 
For instance, you might learn that your left rear tire always seems to need a few pounds of air. That may mean youôve 
got a slow leak; taking care of it now might prevent a flat during the next cruise. 
 
Gas mileage can be an indicator of many things. If it starts to change for the worse (it rarely gets better), it can mean 
your points need adjusting, your ignition wiring should be checked or even that your exhaust system is getting 
plugged up. 
 
If your radiator constantly needs to be topped off, it can be an indicator of a leak in the system. For instance, a Club 
member once owned a ô65 Mustang with a 260 c.i. V-8 that needed an inch or two of water every fill up. It turned out 
that the intake manifold was disintegrating, hence, the loss of water. He solved the problem before it caused serious 
damage. 
 
And, of course, engine oil usage is a key indicator of what kind of shape parts like piston rings and valve guides are 
in. 
 
It may seem like a hassle at first to write these things into your Tbirdôs notebook, but youôll find that as the months 
pass, the things you have recorded will make a big difference in how you end up taking care of your car. 


